vy 


Disney’s 
big deal 


Buying key Fox 
assets offers heft 
to fight tech giants 
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FCC scraps net-neutrality rules; 
opponents vow court challenge 


3-2 PARTY-LINE VOTE 


speed up service for websites 
they favor — and block or slow 
down others — in a decision 
repealing landmark Obama- 


policy shifts under President 
Donald Trump and a major 


Internet providers setback for consumer groups, 


no longer have to treat 


era regulations overseeing who had lobbied heavily 
all websites equally broadband companies suchas against the decision. 
AT&T and Verizon. The 3-2 vote, which was 
By BRIAN FUNG The move by the Federal along party lines, enabled the 
The Washington Post Communications Commission FCC’s Republican chairman, 


FCC Chair- 
man Ajit Pai 


WASHINGTON — Federal 
regulators voted Thursday to 
allow internet providers to 


(FCC) to deregulate the tele- 
com and cable industries was a 
prominent example of the 


Ajit Pai, to follow through on 
his promise to repeal the gov- 


tech companies and Democrats 


ernment’s 2015 net-neutrality 


rules, which required internet 
providers to treat all websites, 
large and small, equally. The 
agency also rejected some of its 
own authority over the broad- 
band industry in a bid to stymie 
future FCC officials who might 
seek to reverse the Republican- 
led ruling. 

The result was a redrawing 
of the FCC’s oversight powers 


See > NEUTRALITY, A13 


Capturing the 
paradoxical spirit 
of America for 
nearly 50 years 


ANNIE LEIBOVITZ | The photo- 
grapher has a new focus on 
portraits after a career built 

on a Signature storybook style. 


By TYRONE BEASON 
Pacific NW magazine writer 


egendary photographer Annie 

Leibovitz thought her latest com- 

pilation of work would end witha 
historic portrait of President Hillary 
Clinton sitting in the Oval Office. 

Maybe she could use Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s old desk to play up the sym- 
bolism of a woman, at last, leading the 
world’s most powerful nation. She’d 
squeeze in the photo session with Clinton 
just before publication time. 

We all know how that dream ended. 

“When Hillary Clinton lost, I didn’t 
have an ending,” says Leibovitz, who was 
in town Thursday to promote her book at 
a series of events in Seattle and Bellevue. 

Her new book, “Annie Leibovitz: Por- 
traits: 2005-2016” (Phaidon, $89.95), 
might not include the triumphant ending 
she wanted, but the dozens of images in 
it capture a revolutionary decade none- 
theless. It was a time that saw the United 
States elect its first African-American 
president; the rise of Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and Snapchat; the tyranny of 
the selfie; and a reckoning with how we 
think about gender and sexuality, 
achievement and fame, culture and be- 
longing. 

Since 1970, Leibovitz, 68, has pro- 
duced some of the most iconic photos of 
some of the most influential figures in 
popular culture, the arts and politics, for 
Rolling Stone, Vanity Fair and Vogue, 
among others. 


ERIKA 


of Hillary Clinton as president. She didn’t get the ending sh 
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Photographer Annie Leibovitz said she had wanted her latest book to end with a picture 


e was hoping for but says she 


Tax-plan 
tweaks 

ease bite 
on area’s 
residents 


BREAK FOR HOMEBUYERS 


Revised caps on sales, 
property taxes also could 
lower bill for many 


By MIKE ROSENBERG 
Seattle Times business reporter 

The tax deal Republicans in 
Congress reached this week 
would limit the mortgage-inter- 
est deduction for buyers of pricey 
homes in Seattle and the East- 
side, but will do far less to affect 
the local housing market than an 
earlier proposal. 

The agreement also restores, 
with limits, the sales-tax deduc- 
tion that is heavily used in Wash- 
ington state but had been on the 
chopping block. 


The original TAX DEAL 
tax plan, re- wobbles as 
leased by Repub- Rubio says 
licans last _ he may vote 
month, limited tnn” 

: no > A2 
mortgage-inter- 
est deductionsto TAX PLAN a 
just the first windfall for 
$500,000ofa firms’ cash 
a loan = overseas 
ture purchas- agg 


es. The deduc- 
tion is used by taxpayers who 
itemize, as homeowners with 
mortgages typically do. 

Lots of local buyers would have 
been hit with a higher tax bill 
under the change, as more than a 
third of Seattle-area home loans 
exceed half a million dollars. 

Now, under a tax-plan agree- 
ment reached Wednesday by 
leaders in the Senate and House, 
that mortgage-interest cap is 
raised to aloan amount of 
$750,000. That’s halfway be- 
tween the $500,000 proposal in 
the House and the current limit 
of $1 million (which had been 
maintained in a Senate version of 
the bill). 

Both houses of Congress could 
begin voting on the tax-reform 
deal as soon as next week. 

The change means about two- 
thirds of the home shoppers who 
would have faced a higher tax bill 
under the original proposal are 
no longer affected. But people 
looking to buy in some pricey 
Seattle and Eastside markets 
would still see higher tax bills. 
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Seattle police urge ex-candidate be charged 
in nation’s first ‘democracy-voucher’ program 


TIMES 


Probe raises doubts about 
source of some donations 
to Sheley Secrest’s 
City Council campaign 


By BOB YOUNG 


' gram. 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


Detective Lawrence Meyer’s 
investigation concluded that 
Secrest appeared to put her own 
money into her campaign and 
claimed it was donated by Seattle 
voters to qualify for up to $150,000 
in vouchers. That is illegal. False 


A Seattle police detective has 
recommended charging former 
City Council candidate Sheley 
Secrest for false reporting in Seat- 
tle’s first-in-the-nation, taxpayer- 
funded “democracy-voucher” pro- 


reporting is a gross misdemeanor. 

Meyer sent his investigative file 
and recommendation, which The 
Seattle Times obtained through a 
public-records request, to City 
Attorney Pete Holmes on Oct. 24. 
Holmes has not yet decided to press 
charges against Secrest, an attor- 
ney and vice president of the local 
NAACP chapter. 

“The Democracy Vouchers pro- 
gram is new to the City, and this 
case is the first of its kind for the 


Criminal Division. We’re taking our 
time to make sure we get it right,” 
said Holmes’ spokeswoman Kim- 
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Generic Viagra® is Sildenafil. 
OUR Sildenafil Costs 80% Less! 


Our Sildenafil 20mg is the Exact Same Drug as Generic Viagra®, 
but in different strength tablets. 


OSTROMS 
Drug&Gift 


Money Back Guarantee 


Visit website or call for details. 
Serving Greater Seattle Since 1964 


10 Generic Viagra® (sildenafil 100mg) $590 
50 FDA-approved Sildenafil 20mg $99 


OstromsPharmacy.com 425-486-7711 


Your doctor’s RX required. Health Savings “Flex” cards valid. 


